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The social economic and political relations in the U.S.S.R.
created by the Revolution of November 1917 became the founda-
tion of the Soviet system of medicine. The basic principles on
which the Soviet State was built up were reflected in the organ-
isation of its medical service.
The organisation of prophylactic and medical aid for the
population of the U.S.S.R. is regarded as one of the basic duties
of the State. Medical care is not left, as it was before the Revolu-
tion, to private charitable institutions, or to private enterprise.
The task of the organisation of free, accessible, and skilled
medical aid to the toiling population of town and country has
been undertaken entirely by the central and local organs of the
Soviet State. A People's Commissariat of Health, with.the same
powers as the other Government Commissariats, was established
in June 1918. A health department was set up at each local
Soviet. These bodies took charge of medical care, anti-epidemic
measures, sanitary inspection of food, housing, and public utilities
(waterworks, drainage, laundries, etc.); they are responsible for
the protection of the health of the workers and peasants; provide
for the health of children and adolescents, and protect maternity
and infancy; control the health resorts; are in charge of pharma-
ceutical and medical supplies; provide for the sanitary education
of the masses; train physicians, medical assistants, etc.
. . . This fact makes it possible to organise properly the medical
service throughout the U.S.S.R., to distribute the medical per-
sonnel in such a way as to ensure the needs not only of the
principal industrial regions, and of the collective and State farms
in the heart of the country, but also of the most distant regions
and districts. Every worker in the U.S.S.R. is thus able to
benefit by the service of the medical and prophylactic institutions
wherever he lives. The local health departments, as stated above,
are departments of the Soviet of the province, town, or district.
Their structure and functions correspond to those of the central
Commissariat. Within their territory the local health depart-
ments have full control of all medical care of every group of the
population. Thus unity in the organisation of the health service
is the first distinguishing feature of Soviet medicine.
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The planning of the health service is based on the following